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The Film

Deep in the sun-blistered Sonoran Desert beneath a cicada 
tree, Arizona border police discover a decomposing male 
body. Lifting a tattered T-shirt, they expose a tattoo that 
reads, “Dayani Cristal.” Who is this person? What brought 
him here? How did he die? And who, or what, is Dayani 
Cristal? 

Following a team of dedicated staff from the Pima County 
Morgue in Arizona, director Marc Silver seeks to answer 
these questions and give this anonymous man an identity. As 
the forensic investigation unfolds, Mexican actor and activist 
Gael García Bernal retraces this man’s steps along the 
migrant trail in Central America. In an effort to understand 
what it must have felt like to make this final journey, he 
embeds himself among migrant travellers on their own 
mission to cross the border. He experiences first-hand the 
dangers they face and learns of their motivations, hopes and 
fears. As we travel north, these voices from the other side of 
the border wall give us a rare insight into the human stories 
which are so often ignored in the immigration debate. Who Is 
Dayani Cristal? retraces one man’s incredible journey toward 
the deadly stretch of desert known as “the corridor of death” 
while shedding light on the story of migration the world over. 
It is a deeply moving documentary that finds a new way of 
making the immigration debate personal.

Source: http://www.whoisdayanicristal.com 

The Filmmaker

Marc Silver works worldwide as a filmmaker and director 
of photography. His first feature-length film Who Is Dayani 
Cristal? premiered at the Sundance Festival 2013 where it 
won Cinematography Award: World Cinema Documentary, 
and the Amnesty International Best Documentary award 
2014. His second film 3½ Minutes, 10 Bullets, about the 
murder of Jordan Davis, premiered at the Sundance Festival 
2015, winning US Documentary Special Jury Award for 
Social Impact. It was shortlisted for an Oscar and nominated 
for an Emmy.

Source: http://www.marcsilver.net

Educational package written and compiled Irina Efimov 
irinaefmov11@gmail.com

TEACHER’S GUIDE 

This guide has been designed to help teachers and students enrich their experience of Who Is 

Dayani Cristal? by providing support in the form of questions and activities. There are a range of 

questions that will help teachers frame discussions with their class, activities for before, during 

and after viewing the film, and some weblinks that provide starting points for further research 

or discussion.

Directed by Marc Silver

2013 | USA | 85 min

WHO IS DAYANI CRISTAL?
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Pre-Viewing Activities 

Have students complete the PBS viewing guide on 
documentaries (http://www.pbs.org/pov/docs/Copies%20
of%20Viewing%20Guide.pdf). Students can revisit their 
completed documents as a Post-Viewing Activity. 

As an assessment for learning, have the class identify what 
they understand to be the main issues involved in illegal 
immigration to the United States. What are the sources of 
their information or impressions? How big a problem do the 
students believe these immigrants are? Why? What solutions 
are currently being discussed by the American government 
and in the media? Students may want to complete the 
Immigration Quiz that can be found on the PBS site (www.
pbs.org/independentlens/blog/immigration-quiz).

Have students discuss characteristics and stereotypes of 
illegal immigrants. What impressions have the students 
gained from the media regarding where illegal immigrants 
come from, why they attempt to enter the US illegally rather 
than legally, and what they do once they have arrived in the 
US? Have students return to their initial impressions of illegal 
immigrants after viewing the film.

Discuss the format of the film with the class by asking the 
students what defines a documentary film (e.g., footage 
of real events in real time, interviews with witnesses or 
participants, expert opinion, unscripted dialogue, etc.). Follow 
up with a question about whether they think embedding an 
actor into the narrative would change the impact of the film 
as a documentary. How might scripting or directing scenes 
introduce a bias into the film that might not otherwise be 
there? Would the impact be different from editing footage 
taken of an event without actors or scripts, but still meant to 
serve the director’s purpose? This discussion can be revisited 
as a Post-Viewing Activity. Details on the director’s approach 
to making the film can be found on the film’s website (http://
www.whoisdayanicristal.com).

Viewing Activities 

Have students jot down three to five ideas for discussion, or 
questions that the film raises in their minds. As an Extension 
and/or Post-Viewing Activity, students can enter their 
questions into an online response or polling system and can 
vote on the questions or issues they would like to explore in 
further detail.

Have students keep track of any words, terms, or ideas they 
don’t understand, or content they may have missed due to 
subtitled sections. Discuss these later with the class as a 
Post-Viewing Activity. 

Ask students to keep track of any references to geographical 
place names. This list can be used in a Post-Viewing Activity 
of tracing the path that the immigrants followed from 
Honduras to Arizona.

Post-Viewing Activities

Have students participate in a Socratic discussion on the film. 
Guidelines for Socratic discussions can be found here: http://
www.authenticeducation.org/documents/WhatSeminar04.
pdf

Ask the students to review their responses from the Pre-
Viewing Activity on characteristics and stereotypes of illegal 
immigrants and see if their opinions were changed, altered or 
enhanced by the film. What was the greatest change in their 
perception? Have them take the PBS Immigration Quiz again 
(http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/blog/immigration-
quiz) to see if their results have changed after viewing the 
film.

Revisit the question regarding the making of the film and the 
use of an actor as the main character. Do the students think 
that the presence of the actor brought them closer to the 
real story, or did he detach them from it? Why?

VIEWING THE FILM WITH STUDENTS  

The following three subsections are intended to provide you with a range of Pre-Viewing, 

Viewing and Post-Viewing activities. They are followed by a set of questions based upon the 

film’s larger thematic domains, some follow-up questions and quotations, sample curricular 

outcomes and a page of weblinks for further investigation.



A parallel story in the film shows the efforts made by US 
authorities to identify and return the remains of migrants 
who have died trying to cross the Sonoran Desert. Ask the 
students about their reactions to these efforts. More can be 
learned about these efforts in the article “Arizona Forensic 
Sleuths Labor to Identify Migrants Who Perished in Sonoran 
Desert,” published in the Phoenix New Times (http://www.
phoenixnewtimes.com/ Type the name of the article into the 
search function of the website).

Have students choose one of the events or stories from the 
film and write a diary entry as if they were part of the event.

Students can explore the Migration Policy Institute’s online 
journal. Here they will find a number of articles relevant to 
the topics addressed in the film, including one that focuses 
on illegal immigration into the US from regions other than 
Mexico (http://www.migrationpolicy.org).

Have students complete an exit note. The exit note should 
contain one idea that demonstrates what they learned from 
the film, as well as one question that they still have about the 
topic. 
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About the Film

http://www.whoisdayanicristal.com

http://www.marcsilver.net

Twitter: https://twitter.com/dayanicristal?

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/whoisdayanicristal

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/dayanicristal

Additional Resources 

The American Immigration Council: The article “The High 
Cost and Diminishing Returns of a Border Wall” argues that 
building a wall between Mexico and the United States is 
unnecessary, complicated, ineffective and expensive, and 
would create a host of additional problems.  
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/ Click on 
Topics, then on Enforcement, then on Border Enforcement. 
Scroll down to find the link to the article.

The American Immigration Council: The council has published 
a special report, titled “Understanding the Central American 
Refugee Crisis: Why They Are Fleeing and How US Policies 
Are Failing to Deter Them.” It suggests that migrants 
arriving at the US border are far more likely to fit the profile 
of refugees than that of economic migrants.  
http://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/ Click on Topics, 
then on Refugee Status. Scroll down the page to the report.

Australian Broadcasting Corporation: A general overview 
of US immigration is given in the article “The History of 
Illegal Immigration in the United States.” The article puts 
contemporary events in their historical context, and explores 
both sides of the political debate as it has evolved over the 
past several administrations. 
http://www.abc.net.au/ Type the name of the article into the 
search function of the website.

The Council on Foreign Relations: The Council on Foreign 
Relations has posted an article on its website titled “The US 
Immigration Debate” (2015). Also included is a three-minute 
video on immigration policy and the US presidential election. 
http://www.cfr.org/ Type the name of the article into the 
search function of the website.

The Federation for American Immigration Reform: This 
website lists a number of articles with a focus on illegal 

immigration, including “The Elephant in the Classroom: Mass 
Immigration’s Impact on Public Education,” “The Role of 
State and Local Governments in Immigration Enforcement” 
and “Immigration Basics: Human Trafficking,” among others.  
http://www.fairus.org/ Click on Illegal Immigration, then on 
article titles.

The Guardian: The article “Fact-Checking Trump: How Often 
Do Immigrants in the US Commit Crimes?” is strongly argued 
and written in a casual, ironic style that might appeal to 
students.  
https://www.guardian.com/ Type the name of the article into 
the search function of the website.

The Guardian: The article “Trump Signs Order to Begin 
Mexico Border Wall in Immigration Crackdown” investigates 
the claims being made for the necessity of the wall, and its 
potential outcomes. The article includes photos, maps and 
graphs.  
https://www.theguardian.com/ Type the name of the article 
into the search function of the website.

The Heritage Foundation: Articles posted by The Heritage 
Foundation present a number of arguments regarding 
current US immigration policies. In particular, views 
supporting more consistently implemented measures to 
insure greater border security, to stop the flow of illegal 
immigrants and to fully enforce existing immigration laws 
are put forward. Economic impacts of current and reformed 
immigration policies are also explored.  
http://www.heritage.org/immigration 

The Huffington Post: This resource published a 2015 article 
titled “19 Reasons Latin Americans Come to the US That 
Have Nothing to Do with the American Dream.” The article 
suggests ways in which the US might be to blame for 
many of the conditions in Central America that are causing 
immigrants to flee to the US.  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ Type name of article into 
the search function of the website.

Immigration to the United States: Further information on 
immigrants coming to the US from Honduras can be found in 
the article, “Honduran Immigrants.” It contains census data, 
maps and charts.  
http://immigrationtounitedstates.org/ Type the name of the 
article into the search function of the website.

The Migration Policy Institute: The article “The Economics 
and Policy of Illegal Immigration in the United States” 

WEBSITES AND ONLINE RESOURCES
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argues that the overall economic impact of illegal immigrants 
in the US is negligible and that spending more on border and 
interior enforcement could cost the country much more. He 
proposes a more constructive immigration policy that allows 
low-skilled workers to enter legally and creates incentives for 
both employers and immigrants to “play by the rules.”  
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/ Type the name of the article 
into the search function of the website.

The Pew Research Center: This organization has published 
a collection of statistics specific to illegal immigration 
from Mexico. The article “What We Know about Illegal 
Immigration from Mexico” was written in response to 
President Donald Trump’s administration taking steps to 
reduce the number of unauthorized immigrants in the US. 
http://www.pewresearch.org/ Type the name of the article 
into the search function of the website.
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Ask the students to trace the route the immigrants took 
from Honduras to Tucson, Arizona, on a map. What distances 
do they cover? How? How far do they have to travel across 
the Sonoran Desert? Which is the most dangerous part of 
the journey?

Have students work in small research groups to find three 
articles in favour of enforcing US immigration policies more 
stringently, and three that argue a more liberal, or reforming 
point of view. What are the main arguments that each side is 
making?

Have the students research the change in the number of 
deaths occurring among migrants in the Sonoran Desert of 
Arizona after 2000/2001. What might have contributed to 
this change?

The film makes reference to the Los Zetas cartel and the 
massacre of 72 migrants. Have students research the 
vulnerability of the migrants as targets of cartels and 
kidnappers. What would make them such desired targets for 
organized crime?

Create a chart that summarizes the key differences between 
the approaches taken to immigration by President Obama 
and President Trump.

Is it a basic human right for individuals to choose which 
country they want to live in? Is it a right to be able to leave 
a country where there is little economic opportunity for one 
where a more secure livelihood can be earned?

Research current visa requirements for lawful immigration 
into the US. Do they reflect the bias that the film refers to 
against claimants without higher education, skill levels or 
personal wealth?

In the film, Dr. Anderson states that the US can only benefit 
from having a blue collar workforce made up of people with 
brown skin. What arguments can be made to support his 
claim? What arguments might be made in opposition to his 
suggestion? 

The Teaching Tolerance website includes an article titled ‘Ten 
Myths About Immigration.” Make this article available to the 
class and discuss each myth and why it is a misconception, 
asking the students to differentiate between opinions and 
facts (http://www.tolerance.org/ Type the name of the 
article into the search function of the website).

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
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1. “These are just bodies that have been found. These 
aren’t deaths, they are just remains. They are found by 
accident. No one is out there searching for them.” Robin 
Reineke

2. “First you have to admit that there’s a problem. And the 
problem is not that there are people sneaking across the 
border. The problem, to my mind, is all economics. We 
need… the American capitalist economy needs blue collar 
labour. And if Americans won’t do it, we can’t bitch 
that another country will send over people to do it.” Dr. 
Anderson

3. “I think as an American I would like all Americans to 
acknowledge that they benefit from a blue collar labour 
force that has brown skin.” Dr. Anderson

4. “There is a sense of adventure of starting a book without 
an end. But you are the main character.” Narrator

5. “It’s almost a decision about death because death is 
the thing you come up against the most on that road.” 
Migrant

6. “I ride on unnecessary and broken dreams, clueless 
prisoner of this quotidian jungle, and like a dry leaf that 
drifts in the wind, an imaginary flight over stories made 
of concrete. I navigate in the sea of exact things.” Song 
lyrics sung by migrants on the roof of the train

7. “Migrants are not a threat. They are an opportunity. 
They come with values; they come with lots of beautiful 
things to offer.” Padre Solalonde

8. “There’s gotta be some number [of dead migrants], 
somewhere, in someone’s mind when they finally say 
‘That’s enough. We can’t have this anymore.’” Dr. 
Anderson

9. “The American Dream is not worth that much, risking 
your life in the desert. It’s like a coin. Some are lucky, 
some are not.” Migrant

10. “Migrants are heroes. They are shining a little light on 
things that need to change. They are heroes not just 
fighting for their families. but also heroes that are 
fighting to change the story in the US and Mexico.” 
Migrant

11. “The other aspect that’s not discussed is what happened 
with free trade. We have farmers that can’t afford to 
sell their corn as cheaply as US companies. I don’t think 
you’ve given them any choice but to survive, or to have 
hope.” Robin Reineke

12. “The dehumanization of migrants is something that, I 
think, has allowed this to happen. We see a law and a 
lawbreaker. The illegality comes first, before someone’s 
life.” Robin Reineke

13. “If you make it this far on the journey, the Promised 
Land is within sight. But the last steps are always the 
hardest.” Narrator

14. “I understand that the US is investing billions of dollars 
in that fence…. Why not invest in human beings?” Friend 
of Carlos Jose Sandres

15. “To cross the border, one has to become invisible, but 
when you are invisible, it’s difficult for the rest of the 
world to see who you are.” Narrator

QUOTATIONS FROM THE FILM TO EXPLORE
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Canada has recently witnessed an increase in the number of illegal migrants crossing its borders from the US as 
undocumented residents attempt to avoid the measures being put in place by the Trump administration. 

Research an aspect of this trend and create a two- to three-page report of your findings. Your report should cite at least five 
sources and explore both sides of the issue, or express your own opinion. 

Suggestions for specific topics might include:

1. Which Canadian cities have named themselves as “sanctuary cities”? What does this designation mean and why was the 
decision taken to do so?

2. What policies are currently in place to deal with illegal immigrants in Canada?

3. What are the criticisms being levelled at Canada’s current immigration policy by the US? What do they fear might be 
the outcome of these policies?

4. What happens to undocumented migrants once they arrive in Canada?

5. Has anyone who has been caught crossing the border into Canada illegally been charged? Why/why not? What process 
is followed once an illegal immigrant has been caught entering Canada?

6. Are concerns that illegal immigrants are using Canada as an entry point for entering the US legitimate? Who is voicing 
these concerns? What kinds of solutions are being suggested?

7. Do Canadian immigration laws have the support of most Canadians? 

CULMINATING ACTIVITY: THE IMPACT ON CANADA OF CHANGES TO US 
IMMIGRATION POLICIES 
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ACTIVITY RUBRIC: THE IMPACT ON CANADA OF CHANGES TO US 
IMMIGRATION POLICIES 

Knowledge/Understanding

2.5 2.9 3.0 3.4 3.5 3.9 4.0 5.0

KUnderstanding of the 
selected research materials 

and how to clearly 
summarize their content

Student demonstrates 
a limited understanding 

of the selected 
materials; much of the 
key content is missing

Student demonstrates 
a moderate 

understanding of the 
selected materials; 

some of the key 
content is missing

Student demonstrates 
a considerable 

understanding of the 
selected materials 

and how to create a 
thorough summary; 

most of the key 
content is included

Student demonstrates 
a high level of 

understanding of the 
selected materials 

and how to create a 
thorough summary; 

all of the key 
content is included

/5

Thinking/Inquiry

2.5 2.9 3.0 3.4 3.5 3.9 4.0 5.0

Ability to research, 
synthesize and organize 

additional resources

Student demonstrates 
a limited ability to 

research, synthesize 
and organize 

additional resources

Student demonstrates 
a moderate ability to 
research, synthesize 

and organize 
additional resources

Student demonstrates 
a considerable ability 

to research, synthesize 
and organize 

additional resources

Student demonstrates 
an outstanding ability 
to research, synthesize 

and organize 
additional resources

/5

Application

2.5 2.9 3.0 3.4 3.5 3.9 4.0 5.0

Making connections within 
and between various 

contexts

Student makes 
connections within  

and between  
various contexts with 
limited effectiveness

Student makes 
connections within 

and between various 
contexts with 

some effectiveness

Student makes 
connections within 

and between 
various contexts 

with considerable 
effectiveness

Student makes 
connections within  

and between  
various contexts with  

a high degree  
of effectiveness

/5

Communication

2.5 2.9 3.0 3.4 3.5 3.9 4.0 5.0

Organization and 
communication of ideas

The research report 
contains numerous 

grammatical, spelling 
or punctuation errors; 

cites only two  
or three sources

The research report 
contains some 

grammatical, spelling 
or punctuation errors; 

cites fewer than  
five sources

The research report 
is largely free of 

grammatical, spelling 
or punctuation errors; 

cites five sources

The research report is 
free of grammatical, 

spelling and 
punctuation errors,  

is relevant and  
thorough; cites five or 

more sources

/5

Comments: Total: _____ /20
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EXAMPLES OF CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS

COURSE OVERALL EXPECTATIONS

Grade 11 & 12 English

•	 generate, gather and organize ideas and information to write for an intended purpose and audience.

•	 demonstrate an understanding of a variety of media texts. 

•	 identify some media forms and explain how the conventions and techniques associated with them are used 
to create meaning.

Grade 10–12 Media Arts

•	 demonstrate an understanding of the critical analysis process by using it to monitor the creative process, 
and by examining, interpreting, assessing and reflecting on media art works.

•	 demonstrate an understanding of how media art works reflect personal and cultural identity, and affect 
personal, cultural and community values and their awareness of those values.

•	 demonstrate an understanding of the sociocultural and historical contexts of media arts.

•	 demonstrate an understanding of responsible practices associated with producing, presenting and 
experiencing media art works.

Grade 10 Civics (Politics)

•	 describe beliefs and values associated with democratic citizenship in Canada, and explain how they are 
related to civic action and to one’s potion on civic issues.

•	 analyze key rights and responsibilities associated with citizenship, in both the Canadian and global context, 
and some ways in which these rights are protected.

•	 assess ways in which people express their perspectives on issues of civic importance and how various 
perspectives, beliefs and values are recognized and represented in communities in Canada.

•	 analyze a civic issue of personal interest and develop a plan of action to address it.

•	 use the political inquiry process and the concepts of political thinking when investigating issues, events and 
developments of civic importance.

•	 apply in everyday contexts skills developed through investigations related to civics and  
citizenship education.

Grade 11 Introduction 
to Anthropology, 
Psychology and 
Sociology

•	 explore topics related to anthropology, psychology and sociology, and formulate questions appropriate to 
each discipline to guide their research.

•	 use a psychological perspective to explain how diverse factors influence and shape human mental 
processes and behaviour. 

•	 use a sociological perspective to explain how diverse factors influence and shape individual and group 
social behaviour.

Grade 11 & 12 Equity 
Studies

•	 explore topics related to equity and social justice, and formulate questions to guide their research.

•	 demonstrate an understanding of a range of perspectives on and approaches to equity and social justice 
issues, and of factors that affect inequity and social injustice.

•	 analyze, in historical and contemporary contexts, the dynamics of power relations and privilege as well as 
various factors that contribute to power or marginalization.

•	 assess the impact of media and popular culture on equity and social justice issues.

•	 analyze a range of historical and contemporary equity and social justice issues and the impact of economic 
and environmental factors on these issues.
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Grade 12 Challenge and 
Change in Society

•	 explore a variety of topics related to the analysis of social change (e.g., social and economic factor leading 
to political changes) to identify topics for research and inquiry.

•	 record and organize information and key ideas using a variety of formats.

•	 analyze and interpret research information.

•	 synthesize findings and formulate conclusions.

•	 describe various psychological, social, material or cultural conditions that are used to explain social change 
(tension and adaptation, material and/or cultural change, globalization).

•	 explain how various economic, environmental, political or sociocultural factors can lead to social change, 
and how other factors can create resistance to change.

•	 explain various means of creating social change.

•	 explain the relationships between conformity, alienation and social change.

•	 explain the relationships between poverty, affluence and social change.

•	 explain the impact of social change on individuals in Canada and on Canadian society (e.g., demographic 
changes).

•	 describe population trends in Canada and around the world.

•	 explain concepts related to demography and assess the social impact of demographic change.

•	 explain how increases in population mobility shape social pattern and trends.

•	 explain the significance of immigration to Canadian society.

•	 describe ways in which culture, tradition and language influence social trends.

•	 describe the key provisions of various provincial, national and international agreements for addressing 
human rights issues.

•	 demonstrate an understanding of various types of discrimination and their impact on individuals and 
groups.

•	 explain how various socio-economic conditions (prejudice, unfavourable economic conditions, military 
rule) and structures (welfare system, public health and education, non-profit social service organizations) 
operate to increase, entrench or alleviate poverty.

Grade 12 World Issues: 
A Geographic Analysis

•	 analyze environmental, economic, social and political implications of the unequal distribution of natural, 
economic and social resources, nationally and globally.

•	 identify the effects of government policies and practices on economic and social disparities.

•	 describe the characteristics of global citizenship, and explain how individuals, acting as global citizens, can 
help to lessen economic, social and environmental impacts associated with globalization. 

•	 describe patterns and trends associated with globalization.

•	 analyze trends in urban growth, locally and globally, and explain factors contributing to these trends. 

•	 analyze the role of migrant neighbourhoods in the settlement of new arrivals to a city, and assess, from a 
geographic perspective, the impacts of this type of settlement on the residents of these communities and 
on the larger urban area that they are a part of.   

•	 analyze national and international responses to human rights violations in various parts of the world.



Grade 12 World 
Geography: Urban 
Patterns and  
Population Issues

•	 analyze the influence of social factors (e.g., class, religion, ethnicity, cultural activity) on the characteristics 
of a selected ecumene. 

•	 analyze the influence of different points of view and self-interest on conflicts over local urban issues. 

•	 analyze the influence of past policies and historical attitudes on instances of conflict or cooperation in 
selected ecumenes.

•	 analyze impacts of population movements on cultural diversity and social interaction in urban areas.

•	 analyze impacts of different types of migration (e.g., voluntary, forced, seasonal) and other population 
changes (e.g., growth, decline, aging) on social conditions and the physical resources of cities and  
other ecumenes. 

•	 describe impacts of population diversity on countries that are major immigration destinations, and analyze 
policies for managing these impacts in selected countries. 

•	 analyze policy responses to social and economic challenges in selected ecumenes.

Grade 12 World History 
since the 15th Century

•	 analyze the significance of various social, economic and political policies, developments, and ideas in 
various regions of the world since 1900.

•	 analyze interactions between various groups since 1900 and how key individuals and social, economic and 
political forces have affected those interactions.

•	 analyze the development of the rights, identity and heritage of different groups around the world  
since 1900.

•	 analyze key aspects of dominant social, economic and political systems in different regions of the world 
since 1900.

•	 describe interactions between various groups since 1900, and explain how key individuals and some social, 
economic and political forces have affected those interactions.

•	 analyze some key changes in and contributions to identity, citizenship, and heritage in different regions of 
the world since 1900.

Grade 12 Canadian and 
International Law

•	 explain the legal implications of a country’s signing of various internationally recognized treaties and 
conventions related to the protection of human rights.

•	 analyze the impact, both positive and negative, of landmark legislation on the development of human rights 
law in Canada.

•	 evaluate progress in removing historical and contemporary barriers to the enjoyment of equal rights by 
various individuals and groups, in Canada and internationally. 

•	 analyze various issues associated with addressing human rights violations, with reference to specific past 
and/or present examples of violations in Canada and around the world.

•	 analyze the contributions of various individuals and groups to strengthening protection for human rights in 
Canada and internationally. 

•	 analyze from a legal perspective contemporary circumstances in which individual or group rights and 
freedoms are threatened or limited.

•	 analyze from a legal perspective the concept of morality as well as differing definitions of certain criminal 
offences in the domestic law of various countries. 

•	 assess from a legal perspective the strengths and weaknesses of arguments for and against  
interventions by the international community in instances of crimes against people of a particular region, 
country or ethnicity.



Grade 12 Canadian and 
International Politics

•	 formulate different types of questions to guide investigations into issues, events and/or developments of 
national and international political importance. 

•	 analyze ways in which conflict and violence have influenced politics in and relations between various 
countries around the world since World War I. 

•	 analyze various ways in which domestic political policies influence a country’s relations with  
other countries. 

•	 analyze how religion influences politics in and relations between various countries, including Canada.

•	 analyze the role of information technology and the media, including social media, in raising civic awareness 
of issues of national and global political importance. 

•	 explain key challenges relating to some specific issues of national and global political importance like the 
refugee crisis.

•	 explain how various factors can either facilitate or limit the ability of the international community to 
intervene to prevent or mitigate violations of human rights.

 
The Overall Expectations listed above are from the Ontario Curriculum. Complete course descriptions, including all Overall  
and Specific Expectations can be found at: http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/teachers/curriculum.html


